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" 'New York, March 10 th , 1685-6. 

" "P. S. — I am ready to conduct any Welshman or others to 
the Country.' " 

The Vicar of St. David's observes that Mr. Morgan Jones 
was probably unacquainted with the history of his own country, 
and himself supplies some account of Madoc ap Owen Gwyn- 
eth's discovery of Mexico in 1170, referring to Sir Thomas Her- 
bert's Travels, page 222, and to Dr. Heylin's Geography, page 
1000, and citing the epitaph of Madoc in Mexico — 
Madoc zvyf mwydic ei wedd 
Jawn Genau Owen Gwynedd, etc. 
"But this Narrative," adds the Vicar, "sets off the whole 
Matter beyond Dispute; wherein our Author writes with such 
Simplicity and unaffected style, and without any studied Elo- 
quence, as 'tis plain he had nothing in View, but to relate the 
naked Truth. 

"Theophilus Evans, 
"Vicar of St. David's in Brecon."'*- 



LETTER OF JOHN KENNON. 2 

September 10th, 1778. 
Copied from the Records op Surry County by A. S. Edwards, Clerk. 
Dear Sir: 

It was with pleasure I read your letter, received of Lt. Boyce, 
'till I came to a clause wherein you mentioned that you had al- 
ways manifested the greatest readiness in serving me, and were 
in hopes' I was convinced of it. Your doubting my being con- 

^his legend of a Welsh discovery of America is often mentioned by 
eighteenth century writers, and is discussed at large, with many other 
hypotheses, by both Sam. Engel and Cornelius De Pauw. A considerable 
bibliography is given in a recent volume of Notes and Queries. However, 
Chaplain Jones's letter is rather startling. A. T. U. 

'This John Kennon appears to have been a son of Colonel Richard 
Kennon, of Charles City county. His sister Anne married Allen Cocke, 
to whom the letter above seems to have been written, and sister Mary mar- 
ried William Randolph. 
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vinced of it, arose from my writing to you from W. Randolphs 
I suppose, it cou'd not from my behavior whilst at your house, 
or you wou'd have mentioned it to me. If any thing I men- 
tioned in that letter, cou'd lead you to doubt my resting the most 
perfect confidence in you, both as a Friend and a Brother, I beg 
you wou'd think it proceeded from these reasons, That my be- 
ing upon the point of leaving my Native Land, my not being able 
to accomplish a settlement, and my being apprehensive my little 
Estate might suffer by it, you being out of the way, drove such 
gloomy reflections in upon me as you might discover from my 
letter, that supported with all the fortitude I cou'd summon to 
my assistance, I was not in a proper state for expressing myself 
on any head at all. You mention your surprise at not hearing 
from me oftener, you attribute it to a very unjust reason, I 
never have had an opportunity 'till this, for when Maj. Falkner 
and a number of other officers by whom I cou'd have written, 
left Camp, I was detach'd from the main Body in Col. D. Mor- 
gan's Corps, and never joined 'till 8th, In." Col. Parker as well 
as you in your letter informs you are well. I am sorry Capt. 
J. H. Cocke 3 has lost his Election especially by such 

a one as Col. Parker can inform you of our success since 

the Enemy left Phil'a. as particularly as I can. We have had an 
Action with them at Monmouth Court House the particulars of 
it Col. Parker can inform you. It was a great Victory to us. 
It is the general opinion that the Enemy lost different ways 3000 
Men from the Evacuation of Philadelphia 'till they embarked at 
Macus Hook, the most of them by desertion. We lost Maj. 
Dickerson and Captain Henry Fauntleroy the Day of Action. 
Tell my sister I am much oblige to her for the Cloths she sent 
out, but she need not send any thing more, as I shall try to come 
in if circumstances will admit of it about the Fall. But if it 
s hou'd so happen that I wou'd be struck out of the Book of Life, 
I desire what little Fortune I have may be diveded in the follow- 
ing manner: That you have my Sword, Phill, David and my 

* John Hartwell Cocke married Elizabeth Kennon, cousin of John 
Kennon. 
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Horses, and that Mr. Wm. Randolph have my Watch, and every 
thing else be divided between you in any way you two may agree 
on. But if either of my sisters shou'd die, then the Proportion 
go to their Children. But God forbid any thing of the kind 
shou'd happen. Remember me to all Friends and acquaintances 
together with my love to my sisters and Children and tell Capt. 
Cocke I wou'd write to him if had Time, but we expect to March 
to-morrow Morning at two o'clock. Whilst I remain 

Your Sincere Friend 
and Hble Servant 
John Kennon Lt. 
2d Virg'a Reg't. 

P. S. Wm. Worsham informs me that if I was to bring suit 
against the Old Farmer and summon him as Witness I cou'd re- 
cover Damages of him, if you think so upon seeing Worsham, 
I beg you wou'd bring suit against the old Rascal. 

At a Court held for Surry County April 25, 1780, the fore- 
going Writing Purporting the last Will of the within named John 
Kennon deceased was presented in Court by Allen Cocke Gent, 
and the same having no witnesses subscribed thereto Richard 
Kennon and William Burton personally appeared in Court and 
being first sworn declared that they were well acquainted with 
the hand writing of the said John Kennon dec'd and that they 
verily believe the said Writing was wrote by the said Kennon 
and thereupon the same is received by the Court as and for his 
last Will and ordered to be recorded. And on the Motion of the 
said Allen Cocke Administration is granted him on the said 
Estate with the Will annexed, he having entered into and ac- 
knowledged his Bond with approved security as the Law directs. 

Teste, 

Wm. Nelson CI. Cur. 
A Copy— Teste : A. S. Edwards, Clk. 



